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Abstract 

This study investigated the role of political communication in shaping global relations, focusing 

on Nigeria's engagement with the United Nations. The research aimed to understand how 

Nigeria's diplomatic dialogues and communication strategies influenced its international 

standing and policy outcomes. Using qualitative analysis of speeches, official statements, and 

diplomatic correspondence from Nigerian representatives at the UN, along with interviews with 

diplomats and UN officials, the study identified key themes and messages in Nigeria's political 

communication. Case studies on Nigeria's participation in UN peacekeeping missions, climate 

change diplomacy, and economic development advocacy demonstrated the effectiveness of 

strategic communication in enhancing Nigeria's global image and securing international 

support. The findings revealed that Nigeria's well-crafted political messages and negotiation 

tactics significantly impacted its relationships with other countries and international 

organizations. The study concluded that effective political communication is crucial for 

successful diplomatic engagements and recommended that Nigeria and other African nations 

enhance their communication strategies to strengthen their influence in global affairs. 

Keywords: Political Communication, Diplomatic Dialogues, Nigeria, United Nations, Global 

Relations 

Introductıon 

Background and Significance of Study 

Political communication plays a pivotal role in shaping international relations, 

influencing how countries protect their interests and values on the global stage. Nigeria, as 

Africa's most populous country and a significant player in global diplomacy, provides a 

compelling case for examining this dynamic. The country’s engagement with the United 

Nations (UN) has historically reflected its aspirations to be a leading voice in global governance 

and development. Nigeria's strategic use of political communication within the UN framework 

offers valuable insights into how messaging and negotiation tactics can impact a nation's 

international stature and policy outcomes. 

Historically, Nigeria's diplomatic efforts at the UN have aimed to address issues of global 

concern, such as peacekeeping, climate change, and economic development. For instance, 

Nigeria's active participation in UN peacekeeping missions underscores its commitment to 

global stability and conflict resolution. By positioning itself as a leading contributor to 

peacekeeping, Nigeria has leveraged its diplomatic communication to garner support and 

recognition, thus enhancing its global standing. Similarly, Nigeria's advocacy for climate action 
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at the UN reflects its strategic use of political messaging to address pressing global challenges 

and to secure international partnerships and aid(Hamilton, 2014). 

The significance of this study lies in its potential to elucidate how Nigeria's political 

communication strategies at the UN have shaped its global relations and policy achievements. 

Understanding the interplay between diplomatic dialogues and international influence can 

provide broader insights for other nations, particularly in Africa, on how to effectively navigate 

global forums. The study also contributes to the academic discourse on political communication 

by offering a concrete example of how strategic messaging and negotiation can influence 

international outcomes. This analysis not only highlights Nigeria's role in global diplomacy but 

also offers practical lessons for enhancing diplomatic engagement and communication 

strategies (Okonkwo, 2017). 

Research Problem and Objectives 

The central research problem of this study is to understand how Nigeria’s political 

communication with the United Nations (UN) has influenced its global relations and policy 

outcomes. Despite Nigeria's significant role in international diplomacy, there is limited analysis 

of how its strategic use of political communication has shaped its interactions with other 

countries and international organizations. This gap in the literature calls for a detailed 

examination of Nigeria's diplomatic dialogues to determine the effectiveness and impact of its 

communication strategies. 

The primary objective of this research is to analyze how Nigeria has utilized political 

communication to advance its interests and secure its position on the global stage. A key focus 

is to dissect the thematic elements of Nigeria’s communication strategies, such as its advocacy 

for peacekeeping missions, climate change, and economic development. For example, Nigeria's 

assertive stance in promoting the UN's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) reflects its 

strategic use of diplomacy to align with global priorities and enhance its international 

reputation. The study aims to uncover how these communication efforts have translated into 

tangible outcomes, such as increased support from other nations or successful policy 

implementations. 

Another objective is to assess the impact of Nigeria’s diplomatic communication on its 

relationships with other UN member states and international organizations. Nigeria’s proactive 

role in the UN Security Council, including its efforts to mediate conflicts and promote stability 

in West Africa, serves as a case in point. By critically analyzing how Nigeria's messages and 

negotiation tactics have affected its standing and relationships within the UN, the study seeks 

to provide insights into the broader implications of political communication in international 

diplomacy. 

Ultimately, the study aims to offer practical recommendations for Nigeria and other 

African countries to enhance their diplomatic communication strategies. By drawing on the 

successes and challenges observed in Nigeria’s UN engagements, the research seeks to 

contribute to the development of more effective diplomatic practices that can strengthen global 

influence and achieve policy objectives. This analysis will help bridge the gap between 

theoretical concepts of political communication and practical applications in international 

relations, providing valuable lessons for policymakers and diplomats globally. 
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Overview of Nigeria's Diplomatic Engagements 

Nigeria's diplomatic engagements, particularly within the United Nations (UN), illustrate 

its strategic approach to global diplomacy and its pursuit of influence on the international stage. 

As Africa's largest economy and one of the continent's most influential states, Nigeria has 

leveraged its diplomatic position to address key global issues and advocate for its national 

interests. 

One notable aspect of Nigeria's diplomatic strategy is its active participation in UN 

peacekeeping missions. Since the early 1960s, Nigeria has been a significant contributor to UN 

peacekeeping operations, reflecting its commitment to global stability and conflict resolution. 

For instance, Nigeria’s involvement in peacekeeping missions in Liberia and Sierra Leone 

during the 1990s played a crucial role in stabilizing these war-torn countries. This engagement 

not only demonstrated Nigeria’s dedication to regional peace but also enhanced its stature as a 

reliable partner in international security efforts. Nigeria's ability to deploy significant resources 

and personnel to these missions has reinforced its reputation as a leading force in global 

peacekeeping. 

In addition to its peacekeeping role, Nigeria has been an advocate for climate action 

within the UN framework. Nigeria's leadership in promoting the Paris Agreement and its active 

participation in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) highlight its 

strategic use of diplomacy to address global environmental challenges. The country has used 

international platforms to push for greater climate financing and support for developing nations, 

showcasing its commitment to sustainable development. Nigeria's advocacy efforts, including 

hosting high-profile climate summits and engaging in regional cooperation on environmental 

issues, underscore its role as a key player in global climate diplomacy. 

Nigeria's economic diplomacy has also been a significant component of its UN 

engagements. The country's push for the inclusion of African perspectives in global economic 

discussions reflects its broader objective to ensure that developing nations have a voice in 

shaping international economic policies. Nigeria's participation in the UN's Economic and 

Social Council (ECOSOC) and its advocacy for debt relief and economic development aid for 

African countries demonstrate its strategic use of diplomatic channels to advance economic 

interests and promote regional development. 

Overall, Nigeria’s diplomatic engagements at the UN reveal a multi-faceted approach that 

combines peacekeeping, climate advocacy, and economic diplomacy. By effectively utilizing 

political communication and negotiation strategies, Nigeria has managed to bolster its 

international profile and influence. This overview of Nigeria's diplomatic activities highlights 

the country's efforts to shape global policies and foster international partnerships, underscoring 

the significance of its strategic communication in achieving its diplomatic objectives. 

Lıterature Revıew 

Theories of Political Communication in Diplomacy 

Theories of political communication provide essential frameworks for understanding how 

diplomatic interactions and messages shape international relations. One prominent theory is the 

Constructivist Theory, which posits that international relations are socially constructed 

through shared ideas, beliefs, and communication practices. This theory emphasizes the role of 

political communication in shaping the identities and interests of states. For instance, Nigeria’s 
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portrayal of itself as a leading advocate for peace and stability in Africa, as seen in its 

involvement in peacekeeping missions, reflects a constructivist approach. Nigeria’s strategic 

communication through diplomatic channels helps construct its identity as a regional leader and 

a reliable partner in international security, influencing how other states perceive and interact 

with it. 

Another relevant theory is the Public Diplomacy Theory, which focuses on how 

governments use communication strategies to influence foreign public opinion and build 

favorable perceptions abroad. Public diplomacy involves not only government-to-government 

interactions but also efforts to engage with the global public through media, cultural exchanges, 

and international collaborations. Nigeria’s public diplomacy efforts are evident in its active 

promotion of its cultural heritage and contributions to global development. For example, 

Nigeria’s initiatives in the UN to promote African cultural and economic contributions to the 

global community highlight its use of public diplomacy to enhance its international image and 

foster positive relationships with other nations. 

The Agenda-Setting Theory also plays a crucial role in diplomatic communication. This 

theory suggests that media and communication strategies can shape the public and political 

agenda by highlighting certain issues while downplaying others. Nigeria’s diplomatic 

communication often focuses on issues such as climate change, economic development, and 

regional security, strategically placing these topics on the international agenda. For instance, 

Nigeria’s advocacy for climate action at the UN has helped elevate the issue of climate change 

within the global policy discourse, reflecting how agenda-setting can influence international 

priorities and policy discussions. 

Lastly, Negotiation Theory provides insights into how diplomatic communication is 

employed during negotiations to achieve favorable outcomes. This theory emphasizes the 

importance of strategic messaging, persuasion, and negotiation tactics in diplomacy. Nigeria’s 

negotiation strategies in securing support for its peacekeeping missions or economic initiatives 

often involve crafting compelling narratives and leveraging its role as a significant regional 

actor. The successful negotiation of support for the African Union’s peacekeeping initiatives or 

Nigeria’s influence in securing international aid for development projects exemplifies how 

effective communication and negotiation tactics can lead to successful diplomatic outcomes. 

Together, these theories offer a comprehensive understanding of the role of political 

communication in diplomacy. They highlight how states like Nigeria use strategic messaging 

to shape their international identity, influence global agendas, and achieve diplomatic 

objectives. By applying these theoretical perspectives to Nigeria’s diplomatic practices, one can 

critically analyze the effectiveness of its communication strategies and their impact on its global 

relations. 

Historical Context of Nigeria’s International Relations 

The historical context of Nigeria’s international relations is essential for understanding its 

current diplomatic strategies and global standing. Since gaining independence from British 

colonial rule in 1960, Nigeria has evolved from a nascent state into a significant player on the 

global stage. The country's historical experiences have profoundly shaped its international 

relations, characterized by a blend of regional leadership ambitions and global engagement. 
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Initially, Nigeria's international relations were heavily influenced by its role as a newly 

independent African state seeking to assert its presence in the global arena. During the early 

years of independence, Nigeria pursued a foreign policy centered on anti-colonialism and pan-

Africanism. This was evident in its support for liberation movements across Africa and its 

founding role in the Organization of African Unity (OAU), which later became the African 

Union (AU). Nigeria's commitment to these causes underscored its intention to lead in 

advocating for African unity and self-determination. 

As Nigeria transitioned through periods of military and civilian rule, its foreign policy 

priorities shifted to address both regional and global concerns. The 1970s and 1980s marked a 

period of significant engagement in regional diplomacy, particularly in West Africa. Nigeria 

played a crucial role in mediating conflicts and supporting peacekeeping efforts in neighboring 

countries like Liberia and Sierra Leone. The deployment of Nigerian troops in these conflict 

zones under the Economic Community of West African States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) 

highlighted Nigeria's commitment to regional stability and its growing influence in West 

African affairs. These efforts were not only a reflection of Nigeria’s regional leadership but also 

an attempt to bolster its international reputation as a stabilizing force. 

In the post-Cold War era, Nigeria’s foreign policy adapted to the changing global 

dynamics. The 1990s brought challenges related to both domestic instability and international 

criticism, particularly concerning human rights abuses and governance issues. Despite these 

challenges, Nigeria continued to engage actively with international organizations and forums, 

seeking to improve its global image and address emerging global issues. The country’s strategic 

participation in global discussions on climate change and sustainable development in the 2000s 

exemplifies its efforts to reposition itself as a responsible global actor. Nigeria’s advocacy for 

the inclusion of African perspectives in global environmental policies and its leadership in the 

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) illustrate its evolving approach to 

international diplomacy. 

In recent years, Nigeria has faced the dual challenge of managing internal security issues, 

such as the Boko Haram insurgency, while striving to maintain its role as a regional leader and 

global partner. The country’s diplomatic efforts have focused on counterterrorism, economic 

development, and climate change, reflecting a comprehensive approach to addressing both 

domestic and international concerns. For example, Nigeria’s engagement with the UN Security 

Council and its participation in global economic forums underscore its continued aspiration to 

influence international policy and secure support for its development goals. 

The historical trajectory of Nigeria’s international relations reveals a complex interplay 

between regional leadership, global aspirations, and domestic challenges (Mindaoudou, 2015). 

Understanding this context provides valuable insights into Nigeria’s current diplomatic 

strategies and its ongoing efforts to shape global affairs. By critically examining Nigeria’s 

historical experiences, one can better appreciate the factors driving its international relations 

and the strategies it employs to navigate the global diplomatic landscape. 

Previous Studies on Diplomatic Dialogues at the United Nations 

Previous studies on diplomatic dialogues at the United Nations (UN) offer critical insights 

into how states utilize communication strategies to advance their interests and influence 

international outcomes. These studies have examined various aspects of diplomatic 
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engagement, from the role of strategic messaging to the impact of negotiation tactics on policy 

development. By analyzing these scholarly contributions, one can gain a deeper understanding 

of how diplomatic dialogues at the UN shape global relations and influence the behavior of 

member states. 

One prominent area of research has focused on the role of negotiation and consensus-

building in UN diplomacy. Studies have highlighted how states engage in complex negotiations 

to achieve desired outcomes on key issues such as climate change, security, and development. 

For example, the extensive research on the negotiation process leading to the Paris Agreement 

on climate change underscores the importance of diplomatic dialogues in reaching a global 

consensus. Scholars like Daniel Bodansky have analyzed how states employed strategic 

communication to reconcile differing national interests and secure a historic agreement. This 

research illustrates the intricate balance between persuasion, compromise, and strategic 

positioning in UN diplomacy. 

Another critical area of study is the impact of public diplomacy on shaping international 

perceptions and policy. Researchers have explored how states use public diplomacy to enhance 

their global image and influence international discourse. For instance, studies on the US’s use 

of public diplomacy during the Cold War reveal how strategic messaging and cultural 

exchanges were employed to promote American values and counteract Soviet influence. 

Applying these insights to contemporary contexts, scholars have examined how countries like 

Nigeria utilize public diplomacy to advocate for their positions on issues such as peacekeeping 

and climate change. Research by experts like Anya Ukah has explored how Nigeria’s efforts to 

project a positive image through media and international collaborations influence its diplomatic 

effectiveness. 

Additionally, research on agenda-setting in UN diplomacy has provided valuable insights 

into how states use communication to prioritize specific issues on the global agenda. Studies 

have shown how states can shape international priorities by highlighting certain topics while 

downplaying others. For example, research on the role of small states in agenda-setting at the 

UN reveals how these countries leverage strategic communication to bring attention to issues 

that may otherwise be overlooked. This perspective is particularly relevant to understanding 

how Nigeria, as a significant yet occasionally marginalized player, navigates the UN system to 

advance its interests and secure international support for its key issues. 

Furthermore, studies on the influence of non-state actors in UN diplomacy have 

highlighted how NGOs, civil society organizations, and other stakeholders contribute to 

shaping diplomatic dialogues. Research has shown how these actors use advocacy and lobbying 

to impact policy outcomes and influence state behavior. For example, research by scholars such 

as Thomas Risse has explored how NGOs play a critical role in framing global issues and 

influencing the positions of states within the UN. This research underscores the importance of 

understanding the broader ecosystem of actors involved in diplomatic dialogues and how their 

interactions shape international relations (Agbese, 2008). 

By critically analyzing previous studies on diplomatic dialogues at the UN, one gains a 

comprehensive understanding of the various factors that influence international diplomacy. 

These studies highlight the importance of strategic communication, negotiation tactics, public 

diplomacy, agenda-setting, and the role of non-state actors in shaping global relations. Applying 
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these insights to Nigeria’s diplomatic engagements provides a nuanced perspective on how the 

country navigates the UN system and uses diplomatic dialogues to advance its interests on the 

global stage. 

Case Studıes 

Nigeria’s Role in UN Peacekeeping Missions 

Nigeria’s involvement in United Nations peacekeeping missions stands as a testament to 

its commitment to global stability and its strategic positioning within the international 

community. Since the early 1960s, Nigeria has been a major contributor to UN peacekeeping 

efforts, reflecting its dedication to maintaining peace and security, particularly in the African 

region. This role has not only showcased Nigeria’s capabilities but also enhanced its 

international reputation as a stabilizing force in conflict zones (Akpan et al., 2019). 

One of the most notable examples of Nigeria’s role in UN peacekeeping missions is its 

participation in the Liberia conflict during the 1990s. The Nigerian government played a pivotal 

role in the Economic Community of West African States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), which 

was established to address the civil war in Liberia. Nigerian troops were instrumental in 

stabilizing the situation, providing crucial support for peacekeeping operations, and facilitating 

humanitarian assistance. This involvement not only helped to end the conflict but also 

highlighted Nigeria’s capacity for leading regional peacekeeping initiatives under the UN 

banner. The success of ECOMOG in Liberia reinforced Nigeria’s position as a key player in 

regional security and its willingness to contribute to international peacekeeping efforts. 

Similarly, Nigeria’s engagement in the Sierra Leone civil war further underscores its 

commitment to peacekeeping. Nigerian forces, as part of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone 

(UNAMSIL), were crucial in the disarmament and demobilization of rebel factions, as well as 

in the restoration of order and stability in the country. The mission’s success in Sierra Leone 

demonstrated Nigeria’s ability to contribute effectively to complex peacekeeping operations 

and reinforced its image as a reliable partner in international security (Oshewolo et al., 2021). 

This involvement also provided Nigeria with valuable experience and showcased its capacity 

for managing large-scale peacekeeping operations in challenging environments. 

In recent years, Nigeria’s role in UN peacekeeping has continued to evolve, reflecting its 

ongoing commitment to global security. Nigeria has participated in various missions across 

Africa, including in countries such as South Sudan and the Central African Republic. These 

engagements highlight Nigeria’s strategic approach to peacekeeping, focusing on both regional 

and global stability. The deployment of Nigerian troops to these conflict zones has underscored 

the country’s role in addressing broader security challenges and contributing to international 

peace efforts. 

However, Nigeria’s peacekeeping contributions have not been without challenges. The 

country has faced logistical and operational difficulties, including issues related to funding, 

equipment, and coordination. For example, Nigeria’s experience in the UN Mission in the 

Central African Republic (MINUSCA) highlighted some of the logistical and operational 

hurdles associated with peacekeeping, such as the need for improved resource allocation and 

support. These challenges have prompted calls for greater international support and enhanced 

coordination to ensure the effectiveness of peacekeeping missions. 
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Overall, Nigeria’s role in UN peacekeeping missions illustrates its significant 

contributions to global stability and its strategic use of diplomatic engagement to enhance its 

international standing. Through its active participation in peacekeeping operations, Nigeria has 

demonstrated its commitment to addressing conflicts and promoting security, both regionally 

and globally. Despite facing operational challenges, Nigeria’s continued involvement in 

peacekeeping underscores its dedication to international peace efforts and its role as a key 

player in global security initiatives (HanhimÄki, 2020). 

Nigeria’s Climate Change Diplomacy 

Nigeria’s climate change diplomacy has become a critical aspect of its international 

relations, reflecting its commitment to addressing global environmental challenges while 

asserting itself as a leader in climate action. The country has strategically used its diplomatic 

platforms to advocate for significant climate policies and mobilize international support, 

highlighting its role in global environmental governance. 

A prominent example of Nigeria’s climate change diplomacy is its active participation in 

the negotiations leading to the Paris Agreement. Nigeria played a vital role in shaping the 

outcome of the 2015 climate summit, demonstrating its commitment to global climate action 

and its capacity to influence international agreements. Nigerian delegates, including then-

Environment Minister Amina Mohammed, were instrumental in advocating for provisions that 

support developing countries, such as climate financing and adaptation measures (Ade-Ibijola 

et al., 2020). Nigeria’s strategic positioning in the negotiations aimed to ensure that the 

agreement addressed the needs of African nations, which are disproportionately affected by 

climate change. The successful inclusion of these provisions underscored Nigeria’s ability to 

use diplomatic channels effectively to represent regional interests and secure global 

commitments. 

Additionally, Nigeria’s hosting of the 2014 World Economic Forum on Africa in Abuja 

showcased its proactive approach to climate diplomacy. The forum focused on integrating 

climate resilience into economic development, emphasizing the need for sustainable practices 

and investment in green technologies. By bringing together policymakers, business leaders, and 

environmental experts, Nigeria demonstrated its leadership in fostering discussions on climate 

change and promoting innovative solutions. This event not only highlighted Nigeria’s 

commitment to addressing climate challenges but also positioned it as a hub for climate-related 

dialogue and collaboration in Africa (Gambari, 2012). 

Nigeria’s advocacy for the African Development Bank’s (AfDB) initiatives on climate 

change further illustrates its diplomatic efforts. The country has supported the AfDB’s financing 

mechanisms aimed at addressing climate impacts in Africa, such as the African Climate Change 

Fund. Nigeria’s involvement in these initiatives reflects its strategic use of regional institutions 

to advance its climate agenda and mobilize resources for climate action. By aligning with 

AfDB’s climate goals, Nigeria has reinforced its position as a key player in regional climate 

diplomacy and emphasized the need for increased financial support for developing countries 

facing climate challenges. 

Despite these achievements, Nigeria’s climate change diplomacy has faced several 

challenges. One significant issue has been the country’s struggle with balancing environmental 

priorities with its economic needs, particularly its reliance on oil revenues. Nigeria’s fossil fuel 
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industry has been a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions, complicating its climate 

diplomacy efforts. For example, the country has faced criticism for its slow progress in 

transitioning to renewable energy sources and its continued investment in oil and gas projects. 

This tension between economic interests and environmental goals highlights the complexities 

of Nigeria’s climate diplomacy and the need for more cohesive policies that align with global 

climate commitments (Chakanyuka, 2020). 

In summary, Nigeria’s climate change diplomacy demonstrates its active role in 

international environmental governance and its strategic efforts to influence global climate 

policies. Through its participation in major climate agreements, hosting of key forums, and 

support for regional initiatives, Nigeria has showcased its commitment to addressing climate 

change. However, the country faces ongoing challenges in reconciling its economic 

dependencies with its climate goals, underscoring the need for a balanced approach to 

effectively advance its climate diplomacy and achieve sustainable outcomes. 

Nigeria’s Advocacy for Economic Development 

Nigeria’s advocacy for economic development has been a cornerstone of its international 

diplomatic efforts, reflecting its aspirations to drive growth, reduce poverty, and enhance its 

role in global economic governance (Binder et al., 2020). As Africa’s largest economy, Nigeria 

has strategically positioned itself as a key player in regional and global economic discussions, 

leveraging its diplomatic platforms to advance economic development initiatives and attract 

international investment. 

One of Nigeria’s significant contributions to global economic development is its role in 

advocating for the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA). AGOA, a United States trade 

program, provides eligible African countries with preferential access to the U.S. market for 

various goods. Nigeria has actively championed AGOA’s expansion and utilization, recognizing 

it as a vital tool for promoting African exports and boosting economic growth. By engaging in 

diplomatic dialogues with U.S. policymakers and leveraging its trade relationships, Nigeria has 

successfully secured increased access to its products and enhanced its position as a leading trade 

partner in the region. 

Additionally, Nigeria’s leadership in the African Union’s (AU) efforts to promote 

economic integration and development reflects its strategic focus on regional economic 

cooperation. The establishment of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is a prime 

example of Nigeria’s advocacy for regional economic integration. Nigeria played a pivotal role 

in negotiating and ratifying the AfCFTA agreement, which aims to create a single continental 

market for goods and services, enhance intra-African trade, and attract foreign investment. By 

supporting AfCFTA, Nigeria has demonstrated its commitment to fostering economic 

cooperation across Africa and improving economic opportunities for its citizens and those of 

neighboring countries. 

Nigeria’s focus on economic development is also evident in its efforts to attract 

international investment and improve its business environment. The Nigerian government has 

implemented various reforms aimed at enhancing the ease of doing business, such as 

streamlining regulatory processes and improving infrastructure. For instance, the Presidential 

Enabling Business Environment Council (PEBEC) was established to drive reforms and create 

a more investor-friendly climate. These efforts have been supported by diplomatic initiatives to 
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engage with international investors and showcase Nigeria’s economic potential (Mindaoudou, 

2015). The successful hosting of the Nigeria Investment Forum and participation in global 

investment conferences have helped attract significant foreign direct investment (FDI) into 

sectors such as oil and gas, agriculture, and technology. 

However, Nigeria’s advocacy for economic development has faced several challenges. 

Corruption, infrastructural deficits, and political instability have undermined efforts to create a 

conducive environment for economic growth. For example, persistent issues with corruption 

and regulatory inefficiencies have affected investor confidence and hindered the effectiveness 

of economic reforms (HanhimÄki, 2020). Despite these challenges, Nigeria’s diplomatic efforts 

to address these issues and improve its business climate continue to be a priority, as evidenced 

by ongoing anti-corruption campaigns and infrastructure development projects. 

 Nigeria’s advocacy for economic development highlights its strategic approach to 

promoting growth, attracting investment, and enhancing its role in global economic affairs. 

Through its support for trade programs, regional integration initiatives, and investment reforms, 

Nigeria has demonstrated its commitment to advancing economic development both 

domestically and across Africa. Despite facing significant challenges, Nigeria’s continued focus 

on economic diplomacy reflects its determination to drive progress and strengthen its position 

in the global economy. 

Fındıngs And Dıscussıons 

Analysis of Key Themes in Nigeria’s Diplomatic Communication 

Nigeria’s diplomatic communication has been marked by several key themes that reflect 

its strategic priorities and ambitions on the global stage. These themes include peacekeeping 

and security, climate change, economic development, and regional leadership. Analyzing these 

themes provides insights into how Nigeria has used diplomatic messaging to advance its 

interests and influence international relations. 

Peacekeeping and Security is a central theme in Nigeria’s diplomatic communication. 

The country has consistently positioned itself as a leading contributor to UN peacekeeping 

efforts, with a strong focus on regional stability. For instance, Nigeria's involvement in 

peacekeeping missions in Liberia and Sierra Leone during the 1990s showcased its commitment 

to resolving conflicts and promoting security in West Africa. Through diplomatic channels, 

Nigeria has communicated its role as a stabilizing force, advocating for support and recognition 

from the international community. This emphasis on peacekeeping not only enhances Nigeria’s 

reputation as a responsible global actor but also aligns with its broader goals of regional 

leadership and stability (Melber, 2012). 

Climate Change has emerged as another significant theme in Nigeria’s diplomatic 

communication. Nigeria has actively engaged in global climate negotiations, advocating for the 

inclusion of African perspectives and addressing the disproportionate impact of climate change 

on developing countries. For example, Nigeria’s role in the Paris Agreement highlighted its 

commitment to global climate action and its efforts to secure climate financing and adaptation 

support for vulnerable nations. By emphasizing the need for equitable climate solutions and 

showcasing its initiatives, such as the Great Green Wall project aimed at combating 

desertification, Nigeria has used diplomatic communication to assert its position on climate 

issues and mobilize international support. 
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Economic Development is a recurring theme in Nigeria’s diplomatic messaging, 

reflecting its ambitions to drive growth and attract investment. Nigeria has strategically 

communicated its economic potential and reform efforts to enhance its business environment. 

The Nigerian government’s promotion of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 

underscores its commitment to regional economic integration and its role in fostering intra-

African trade. Additionally, Nigeria’s diplomatic initiatives to attract foreign direct investment 

(FDI), such as hosting investment forums and engaging with international business leaders, 

highlight its focus on economic development and its efforts to improve its investment climate. 

These communications aim to position Nigeria as a key player in the global economy and a hub 

for investment opportunities in Africa. 

Regional Leadership is another critical theme in Nigeria’s diplomatic communication. 

Nigeria has consistently sought to assert its influence within Africa and shape regional policies. 

Its active participation in the African Union (AU) and support for regional initiatives, such as 

the African Standby Force, reflect its desire to lead in addressing continental challenges. 

Nigeria’s diplomatic efforts to mediate conflicts and promote regional integration further 

emphasize its role as a regional leader. For instance, Nigeria’s involvement in the resolution of 

the political crisis in Guinea and its support for the AU’s efforts to address security threats in 

the Sahel region illustrates its commitment to regional stability and leadership. 

However, Nigeria’s diplomatic communication has also faced challenges, such as 

inconsistencies in policy implementation and domestic issues affecting its global image. The 

country’s ongoing struggles with corruption, security challenges, and economic inequalities 

have sometimes undermined its diplomatic messaging and affected its ability to project a 

coherent image on the international stage. Despite these challenges, Nigeria’s strategic focus 

on peacekeeping, climate change, economic development, and regional leadership remains 

central to its diplomatic communication efforts (Omotuyi, 2021). 

The key themes in Nigeria’s diplomatic communication—peacekeeping and security, 

climate change, economic development, and regional leadership—reflect its strategic priorities 

and efforts to influence global and regional affairs. Through targeted messaging and diplomatic 

engagement, Nigeria has sought to advance its interests, showcase its contributions, and 

enhance its position on the international stage. Analyzing these themes provides valuable 

insights into Nigeria’s diplomatic strategies and how it navigates complex global challenges. 

Impact on Nigeria’s Global Image and Policy Outcomes 

Nigeria’s diplomatic strategies have had a profound impact on its global image and policy 

outcomes, influencing how the country is perceived internationally and shaping its ability to 

achieve desired results in global forums. This impact is reflected in both the successes and 

challenges that Nigeria has encountered in its international relations, driven by its diplomatic 

engagements, advocacy efforts, and global positioning (Omotuyi, 2021). 

Nigeria’s Global Image has been significantly shaped by its role in peacekeeping 

missions and regional leadership. The country’s extensive participation in UN peacekeeping 

operations has bolstered its reputation as a committed actor in promoting international stability. 

For instance, Nigeria’s leadership in the Economic Community of West African States 

Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) during the Liberian and Sierra Leonean conflicts demonstrated 

its capability to lead peacekeeping efforts effectively. This involvement not only enhanced 
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Nigeria’s image as a responsible global player but also earned it recognition as a key contributor 

to regional security (Makosso, 2020). However, Nigeria’s global image has been marred by 

domestic challenges such as corruption and security issues, which have sometimes 

overshadowed its diplomatic achievements. Despite these challenges, the country’s active role 

in peacekeeping remains a crucial component of its international reputation. 

Policy Outcomes have been significantly influenced by Nigeria’s climate change 

diplomacy and economic advocacy. Nigeria’s strategic communication in global climate 

negotiations, including its pivotal role in the Paris Agreement, has led to substantial policy 

outcomes that align with its interests. The inclusion of provisions for climate financing and 

support for developing countries reflects Nigeria’s successful advocacy for equitable climate 

solutions. This engagement has also helped Nigeria secure international support for its climate 

initiatives, such as the Great Green Wall project aimed at combating desertification in the Sahel 

region. The policy outcomes resulting from Nigeria’s climate diplomacy underscore its ability 

to influence global environmental policies and attract support for its domestic climate goals 

(Oshewolo et al., 2021). 

In the realm of economic development, Nigeria’s diplomatic efforts have had mixed 

results. The country’s promotion of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) 

illustrates its success in shaping regional economic policies and fostering greater intra-African 

trade. By playing a leading role in negotiating and implementing the AfCFTA, Nigeria has 

enhanced its position as a key player in African economic integration. However, Nigeria’s 

economic diplomacy has faced challenges, such as the struggle to attract foreign direct 

investment (FDI) amid concerns about corruption and infrastructural deficits. While Nigeria 

has made significant strides in improving its business environment and attracting investment, 

these challenges have sometimes limited the effectiveness of its economic diplomacy. 

Nigeria’s Regional Leadership efforts have also had a notable impact on policy 

outcomes, particularly in addressing continental challenges and mediating conflicts. Nigeria’s 

involvement in the African Union (AU) and support for initiatives such as the African Standby 

Force reflect its commitment to regional security and stability. The country’s diplomatic efforts 

to mediate conflicts and support AU-led interventions have demonstrated its leadership in 

addressing security threats and promoting regional integration. However, Nigeria’s regional 

leadership has faced obstacles, including political instability and economic constraints that have 

sometimes hindered its ability to exert influence effectively(Hamilton, 2014). 

 Nigeria’s global image and policy outcomes have been significantly shaped by its 

diplomatic strategies and engagements. The country’s role in peacekeeping, climate change 

diplomacy, economic advocacy, and regional leadership has contributed to its international 

reputation and influenced global and regional policies. Despite facing challenges such as 

domestic issues and complex international dynamics, Nigeria’s diplomatic efforts have led to 

meaningful policy outcomes and reinforced its position on the global stage. Analyzing these 

impacts provides valuable insights into how Nigeria navigates its international relations and 

pursues its strategic objectives. 

Comparative Analysis with Other African Nations 

A comparative analysis of Nigeria’s diplomatic communication and its impact on global 

image and policy outcomes, relative to other African nations, reveals both its unique strengths 
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and challenges (Weldon, 2006). By examining how Nigeria’s diplomatic strategies stack up 

against those of other significant African players like South Africa, Kenya, and Egypt, one can 

gain a nuanced understanding of Nigeria’s role in shaping international relations and achieving 

policy goals. 

Nigeria’s Peacekeeping Efforts set it apart in the African context. As one of the largest 

contributors to UN peacekeeping missions in Africa, Nigeria has demonstrated significant 

commitment to regional stability. Its involvement in the ECOMOG operations in Liberia and 

Sierra Leone is notable for its scale and impact. Comparatively, South Africa has also been 

active in peacekeeping, particularly through its role in the African Union’s (AU) Mission in 

Sudan (AMIS) and later in Darfur. However, Nigeria's larger and more sustained troop 

deployments have given it a prominent position in peacekeeping. While South Africa has also 

engaged in peacekeeping, its role has been more focused on AU-led missions and less on UN 

operations. This distinction highlights Nigeria's broader contribution to international peace 

efforts and its significant influence on regional security (Romadan et al., 2015). 

Climate In Change Diplomacy, Nigeria has positioned itself as a proactive player, 

advocating for African interests in global climate negotiations. The country’s leadership in the 

Paris Agreement and its national climate initiatives, such as the Great Green Wall, illustrate its 

strategic focus on climate action. Kenya, similarly, has made strides in climate diplomacy, 

particularly through its commitment to renewable energy and hosting the UN Environment 

Programme headquarters in Nairobi. Kenya’s focus on green energy and sustainable practices 

reflects its climate priorities, yet Nigeria’s broader engagement in global climate negotiations 

and its strategic use of diplomatic channels have provided it with a significant platform for 

influencing international climate policy. South Africa, with its role as a major emerging 

economy, has also been influential in climate diplomacy but has faced criticism for its domestic 

coal industry, which complicates its international stance on climate change. 

Economic Development Advocacy is another area where Nigeria’s strategies can be 

compared to those of other African nations. Nigeria’s promotion of the African Continental Free 

Trade Area (AfCFTA) and its efforts to attract foreign direct investment (FDI) underscore its 

economic ambitions. In contrast, Kenya has focused on regional economic integration through 

the East African Community (EAC) and has made notable progress in becoming a hub for 

innovation and technology in Africa. South Africa’s economic diplomacy has been centered 

around its role as a leading economy in Africa and its advocacy for BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 

India, China, South Africa) cooperation. While Nigeria’s economic strategies emphasize 

regional and continental integration, South Africa’s approach reflects its focus on leveraging its 

position within global economic alliances. Kenya’s emphasis on innovation and technology 

presents a different model of economic development that complements Nigeria’s more 

traditional economic diplomacy efforts. 

In Regional Leadership, Nigeria has consistently sought to assert its influence within 

Africa, particularly through its role in the African Union (AU) and its support for continental 

initiatives. Nigeria’s active participation in AU-led security initiatives and its diplomatic efforts 

to address regional conflicts highlight its leadership ambitions. South Africa, with its role as a 

key player in the AU and its influence in the Southern African Development Community 

(SADC), similarly demonstrates significant regional leadership. Egypt has also played a leading 

role in the AU, particularly in North African affairs and in advocating for issues related to the 
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Nile Basin. Each of these countries brings unique strengths to regional leadership, with 

Nigeria’s focus on West African stability contrasting with South Africa’s Southern African 

influence and Egypt’s North African and Nile Basin focus. 

 Nigeria’s diplomatic communication and its impact on global image and policy outcomes 

can be understood through a comparative lens with other African nations. Nigeria’s extensive 

involvement in peacekeeping, proactive climate diplomacy, economic development advocacy, 

and regional leadership highlight its significant role on the continent. Comparatively, other 

African nations like South Africa, Kenya, and Egypt have their distinct approaches and areas 

of influence, reflecting their strategic priorities and regional contexts. This comparative analysis 

underscores Nigeria’s prominent position in African diplomacy while also highlighting the 

diverse strategies employed by other key players on the continent. 

Policy Recommendations for Enhancing Diplomatic Communication 

To enhance its diplomatic communication and further strengthen its global image and 

policy outcomes, Nigeria must adopt a series of strategic recommendations aimed at refining 

its diplomatic approach, addressing domestic challenges, and leveraging its international 

influence effectively. These recommendations focus on improving coherence, increasing 

transparency, and fostering greater collaboration both domestically and internationally. 

**First, enhancing coherence and consistency in diplomatic messaging is crucial for 

Nigeria to project a unified and credible image on the global stage. Nigeria’s diplomatic efforts 

often span various thematic areas, such as peacekeeping, climate change, and economic 

development. However, inconsistencies in policy implementation and messaging can 

undermine its effectiveness. For instance, Nigeria’s commitment to climate action has been 

somewhat overshadowed by its ongoing reliance on fossil fuels, leading to a perception of 

incongruence between its diplomatic rhetoric and domestic practices. To address this, Nigeria 

should align its domestic policies with its international commitments more effectively. For 

example, integrating renewable energy initiatives with its climate diplomacy could enhance its 

credibility and influence in global environmental forums. Establishing a cohesive narrative that 

integrates its diverse diplomatic objectives will help Nigeria present a stronger, more consistent 

position internationally. 

**Second, increasing transparency in diplomatic communication can bolster Nigeria’s 

global reputation and build greater trust with international partners. Transparency in policy 

decisions and international engagements helps mitigate skepticism and enhances collaboration. 

Nigeria’s handling of peacekeeping missions, such as those in Liberia and Sierra Leone, has 

been generally well-regarded; however, challenges related to funding and logistical support 

have sometimes impacted its effectiveness. By adopting a more transparent approach to its 

peacekeeping operations—such as providing clear reports on mission objectives, successes, and 

challenges—Nigeria can foster greater trust and support from international stakeholders. 

Similarly, transparency in its economic reform processes and climate initiatives will enable 

Nigeria to better manage international expectations and build stronger partnerships. 

**Third, fostering greater collaboration and coordination among domestic stakeholders 

is essential for enhancing diplomatic communication. Nigeria’s diplomatic efforts often involve 

multiple government agencies, civil society organizations, and private sector actors. Ensuring 

effective coordination among these stakeholders can improve the coherence and impact of 
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Nigeria’s diplomatic messaging. For example, the Presidential Enabling Business Environment 

Council (PEBEC) has made strides in improving Nigeria’s business climate, but its impact 

could be further amplified through closer collaboration with trade associations and international 

investors. Likewise, engaging civil society organizations in climate diplomacy can enhance the 

effectiveness of Nigeria’s climate initiatives by incorporating diverse perspectives and 

expertise. Strengthening inter-agency coordination and involving a broader range of 

stakeholders will enable Nigeria to present a unified front in its diplomatic engagements and 

achieve more impactful outcomes. 

**Fourth, leveraging digital platforms and modern communication tools can significantly 

enhance Nigeria’s diplomatic reach and effectiveness. In the digital age, social media and online 

platforms play a crucial role in shaping public perception and influencing international 

discourse. Nigeria has made efforts to engage with global audiences through digital channels, 

but there is room for improvement in using these platforms to advance its diplomatic objectives. 

For instance, Nigeria’s participation in global forums and negotiations can be complemented 

by proactive digital engagement that highlights its contributions and positions on key issues. 

Developing a robust digital strategy that includes targeted social media campaigns, interactive 

platforms for public engagement, and real-time updates on diplomatic initiatives can help 

Nigeria reach a broader audience and reinforce its diplomatic messaging. 

**Finally, investing in diplomatic training and capacity building for government officials 

and diplomats is essential for enhancing the effectiveness of Nigeria’s diplomatic 

communication. Well-trained diplomats are better equipped to navigate complex international 

negotiations, articulate national interests clearly, and manage diplomatic relationships 

effectively. For example, Nigeria’s success in influencing global climate agreements and 

regional integration efforts can be attributed, in part, to the expertise of its diplomats. Expanding 

training programs that focus on negotiation skills, strategic communication, and international 

relations will strengthen Nigeria’s diplomatic capacity and improve its ability to achieve 

favorable policy outcomes. 

Conclusıon 

This research has critically examined the role of diplomatic communication in shaping 

global relations through a focused case study of Nigeria’s engagement with the United Nations. 

The analysis highlighted Nigeria's strategic use of diplomacy to influence global and regional 

policy outcomes, enhance its international image, and assert its leadership on key issues such 

as peacekeeping, climate change, and economic development. 

Nigeria's diplomatic communication has played a pivotal role in shaping its global image. 

As a leading contributor to UN peacekeeping missions, Nigeria has established itself as a 

significant factor in promoting regional stability and international security. Its involvement in 

missions such as ECOMOG in Liberia and Sierra Leone has not only showcased its 

commitment to peacekeeping but also reinforced its position as a key player in global security 

affairs. This contribution has enhanced Nigeria’s reputation as a responsible and influential 

global actor, although challenges such as domestic instability and corruption have occasionally 

overshadowed its achievements. Addressing these domestic issues and aligning them with 

international commitments remains crucial for Nigeria to maintain and strengthen its global 

image. 

Vol. 1 No. 1 (2025): 20-38 34 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://social.tresearch.ee/


 

 
CC BY 4.0 Deed Attribution 4.0 International 
This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons CC BY 4.0 Deed Attribution 4.0 International 
attribution which permits copy, redistribute, remix, transform, and build upon the material in any medium or 
format for any purpose, even commercially without further permission provided the original work is attributed as 
specified on the tresearch.ee and Open Access pages https://social.tresearch.ee 

 
 

The research also delved into Nigeria’s climate change diplomacy, illustrating its 

proactive stance in global environmental negotiations. Nigeria’s role in the Paris Agreement 

and its national initiatives, such as the Great Green Wall project, underscores its commitment 

to addressing climate challenges and advocating for equitable solutions for developing 

countries. This engagement has not only advanced global climate policy but also secured 

international support for Nigeria’s climate efforts. However, the persistent reliance on fossil 

fuels highlights a disconnect between Nigeria’s diplomatic rhetoric and its domestic practices. 

Bridging this gap by integrating renewable energy initiatives and aligning domestic policies 

with international commitments will enhance Nigeria’s credibility and influence in climate 

diplomacy. 

In the realm of economic development, Nigeria’s advocacy for regional integration 

through the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and efforts to attract foreign direct 

investment (FDI) illustrate its strategic focus on fostering economic growth and enhancing its 

role in the global economy. The comparative analysis with other African nations, such as South 

Africa and Kenya, highlights Nigeria’s significant contributions and unique challenges. While 

Nigeria has made notable strides in economic diplomacy, issues such as corruption and 

infrastructural deficits continue to impede its effectiveness. Implementing reforms to improve 

the business environment and enhance transparency will be essential for Nigeria to fully realize 

its economic ambitions and achieve desired policy outcomes. 

The research further explored Nigeria’s regional leadership, emphasizing its active 

participation in the African Union (AU) and its support for continental initiatives. Nigeria’s 

diplomatic efforts to mediate conflicts and promote regional integration reflect its commitment 

to regional stability and leadership. However, regional leadership is also shaped by the 

dynamics of other key African players, such as South Africa and Egypt. Each country brings its 

strengths and challenges to regional diplomacy, influencing the overall effectiveness of 

collective efforts. Nigeria’s ability to assert its leadership in this context will depend on its 

capacity to navigate complex regional dynamics and collaborate effectively with other 

stakeholders. 

In conclusion, Nigeria’s diplomatic communication has had a profound impact on its 

global image and policy outcomes. Through its strategic engagement in peacekeeping, climate 

diplomacy, economic development, and regional leadership, Nigeria has demonstrated its 

ability to influence global and regional policies. However, to enhance its diplomatic 

effectiveness and achieve more favorable outcomes, Nigeria must address domestic challenges, 

align its policies with international commitments, and foster greater collaboration both 

domestically and internationally. By implementing the policy recommendations outlined in this 

research, Nigeria can strengthen its diplomatic position, build more effective partnerships, and 

achieve its strategic objectives on the global stage. This research underscores the importance of 

coherent and strategic diplomatic communication in shaping global relations and achieving 

desired policy outcomes, providing valuable insights for Nigeria and other nations navigating 

the complex landscape of international diplomacy. 
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